
WAC 51-51-0202  Section R202—Definitions.
ADULT FAMILY HOME means a dwelling in which a person or persons provide per-
sonal care, special care, room and board to more than one but not more 
than six adults who are not related by blood or marriage to the person 
or persons providing the services.
AIR-IMPERMEABLE INSULATION. An insulation having an air permeance equal to or 
less than 0.02 L/s-m2 at 75 Pa pressure differential tested in accord-
ance with ASTM E2178 or ASTM E283.
ATTIC, HABITABLE. A conditioned area complying with all of the following re-
quirements:

1. The occupiable floor area is at least 70 square feet (6.5 m2), 
in accordance with Section R304.

2. The occupiable floor area has a ceiling height in accordance 
with Section R305.

3. The occupiable space is entirely enclosed by the roof assembly 
above, knee walls (if applicable) on the sides, and the floor-ceiling 
assembly below.

A habitable attic is not considered a story.
CHILD CARE, FAMILY HOME. A child care facility, licensed by Washington state, 
located in the dwelling of the person or persons under whose direct 
care and supervision the child is placed, for the care of twelve or 
fewer children, including children who reside at the home.
CHILD DAY CARE, shall, for the purposes of these regulations, mean the care 
of children during any period of a 24 hour day.
CONDITIONED SPACE. An area, room or space that is enclosed within the build-
ing thermal envelope and that is directly or indirectly heated or 
cooled. Spaces are indirectly heated or cooled where they communicate 
through openings with conditioned spaces, where they are separated 
from conditioned spaces by uninsulated walls, floors or ceilings, or 
where they contain uninsulated ducts, piping or other sources of heat-
ing or cooling.
DWELLING UNIT. A single unit providing complete independent living facili-
ties for one or more persons, including permanent provisions for liv-
ing, sleeping, eating, cooking and sanitation. Dwelling units may also 
include the following uses:

1. Adult family homes, foster family care homes and family day 
care homes licensed by the Washington state department of social and 
health services.

2. Offices, mercantile, food preparation for off-site consump-
tion, personal care salons or similar uses which are conducted primar-
ily by the occupants of the dwelling unit and are secondary to the use 
of the unit for dwelling purposes, and which do not exceed 500 square 
feet (46.4 m2).

3. One accessory dwelling unit, which need not be considered a 
separated dwelling unit, provided:

a. The accessory dwelling unit is constructed within an existing 
dwelling unit.

b. Either the accessory dwelling unit or primary dwelling unit is 
owner-occupied.

c. All required smoke alarms in the accessory dwelling unit and 
the primary dwelling unit are interconnected in such a manner that the 
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actuation of one alarm will activate all alarms in both the primary 
dwelling unit and the accessory dwelling unit.
FIRE SEPARATION DISTANCE. The distance measured from the foundation wall or 
face of the wall framing, whichever is closer, to one of the follow-
ing:

1. To the closest interior lot line; or
2. To the centerline of a street, an alley or public way; or
3. To an imaginary line between two buildings on the lot.
The distance shall be measured at a right angle from the wall.

MEZZANINE, LOFT. An intermediate level or levels between the floor and 
ceiling of any story.
SALT WATER COASTAL AREA. Those areas designated as salt water coastal areas by 
the local jurisdiction.
SMALL BUSINESS. Any business entity (including a sole proprietorship, cor-
poration, partnership or other legal entity) which is owned and oper-
ated independently from all other businesses, which has the purpose of 
making a profit, and which has fifty or fewer employees.
WHOLE HOUSE VENTILATION SYSTEM. A mechanical ventilation system, including fans, 
controls, and ducts, which replaces, by direct or indirect means, air 
from the habitable rooms with outdoor air.
[Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 16-03-025, § 
51-51-0202, filed 1/11/16, effective 7/1/16. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 13-04-068, § 
51-51-0202, filed 2/1/13, effective 7/1/13. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 10-03-098, § 51-51-0202, filed 1/20/10, 
effective 7/1/10. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.190, 19.27.020, and 
chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 09-04-023, § 51-51-0202, filed 
1/27/09, effective 7/1/09; WSR 08-01-102, § 51-51-0202, filed 
12/18/07, effective 4/1/08. Statutory Authority: RCW 19.27.074, 
19.27.020, and chapters 19.27 and 34.05 RCW. WSR 07-01-090, § 
51-51-0202, filed 12/19/06, effective 7/1/07. Statutory Authority: RCW 
19.27.031 and 19.27.074. WSR 04-01-109, § 51-51-0202, filed 12/17/03, 
effective 7/1/04.]
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